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Two Service Secretaries, Commander Third Fleet Call on NPS to "Make History" in Global War Against
Terrorism
NPS NEWS September 27, 2001
by Barbara Honegger
          Secretary of the Army Thomas White and Secretary of the Air Force James Roche joined Commander
Third Fleet Vice Adm. T. Michael Bucchi at the Naval Postgraduate School Sept. 27 to reaffirm that the unique
technological and analytical education provided by the Navy’s corporate university is now more important than
ever in the new global war against terrorism.  The joint occasion was the 50th anniversary of the School’s move
from Annapolis to Monterey, Calif., and graduation ceremonies for its Summer 2001 class. 
          White and Roche are both NPS graduates in Operations Research.
          In a keynote address to the graduating class -- future senior military leaders of all the U.S. military services
and 14 allied nations -- White challenged them “to make history, not just read about it” in the “first war of the
21st century.”
          “Why is an NPS education so important?” the Army’s leader asked.  "Because the unique technological
and analytical disciplines offered here at the Postgraduate School are a critical part of each Service’s investment
in its human capital, which has been paying huge dividends -- for 50 years here in Monterey alone.”
          “Now, more than ever, America needs the best of our conceptual thinkers, because the first war of the 21st
century, which we are embarked upon, will not be fought like the last war of the 20th century,” he said.  “The
analytical skills you have honed here at NPS must now be focused on a new threat – one that does not fit the
classic Cold War model that we worried about when I was a student.  How the U.S. responds to these changing
dynamics will determine the relative peace and security of the 21st century.”
          “America is engaged in a worldwide campaign to defeat the enemies of civilization, not just the enemy of
our country,” White stressed.  “The coalitions that we are crafting to win this new war of the 21st Century will
not be fixed.  Rather they will change, and they will evolve.  As a result, relationships and alliances will likely be
rearranged over the coming years.  You who are graduating here today will play an active part in those
rearrangements.”
          “We believe this is an historic occasion, certainly for the Naval Postgraduate School, but also for
California, to have two service Secretaries visiting simultaneously,” said NPS Provost Dr. Richard Elster.
          Superintendent Rear Adm. David R. Ellison and Elster presented White (left photo) and Roche with
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